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In late 2013, the head of the University of Georgia Police Department’s bureau of training and 
certification hung a simple poster in the hallway outside his office. 
 
The poster’s photo backdrop depicts some of the University of Georgia’s most recognized symbols – the 
school’s iconic entryway arch, its 93,000-seat football stadium, and its classrooms. The words written 
across the poster were powerful: “This is invaluable and worth protecting.” 
 
Though the message of the poster was simple, the image best summarizes the institutional importance 
of the over 100 employees of the University of Georgia Police Department. Certainly, without the 
university, the police department would not exist. But without the police department creating a safe 
learning environment, institutional effectiveness in carrying out its mission of teaching, service, and 
research would diminish. The tri-partite mission at the University of Georgia is invaluable, and the men 
and women of the UGA Police Department stand ready to protect it. Department leadership has 
embedded the importance of protecting UGA throughout the agency’s culture. 
 
THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA 
 
The University of Georgia was founded in January 1785 as America’s 
first state-chartered university. Today UGA employs nearly 10,000 
faculty and staff supporting a student body of approximately 
35,000. UGA, a comprehensive land and sea grant institution, 
encompasses 17 schools and colleges. At its main campus in Athens, 
Georgia, UGA occupies about 400 buildings on 800 acres. Statewide, 
the school owns 40,000 acres of land. Additionally, the University of 
Georgia has 21 NCAA Division I athletic teams in the Southeastern 
Conference. 
 
The University of Georgia Police Department serves it all. In 2013, 



the department responded to over 140,000 calls for service and made 610 arrests. Agency staffing 
includes 90 sworn employees and another 20 civilian personnel, working under a $7.2 million budget. 
The agency accomplishes its mission of protecting and serving the University of Georgia community 
through the work of several bureaus, units, and special teams. 
 
COMMAND STAFF 
 
The police department works under the direction of Chief Jimmy Williamson. Chief Williamson has led 
the agency since 2004 with nearly 30 years of law enforcement service. Chief Williamson holds a 
master’s degree and is a graduate of the FBI 
National Academy. During his tenure, Chief 
Williamson has engendered a culture of leadership 
development, accountability, education, and care 
for the community. 
 
Chief Williamson’s command staff consists of the 
deputy chief of administrative and fiscal affairs, the 
deputy chief of special operations, the field 
operations captain, and the training and 
certification captain. 
 
BUREAU OF FIELD OPERATIONS 
 
The Bureau of Field Operations comprises the 
largest portion of the UGA Police Department. With 
about 60 officers and supervisors spread across 
three uniformed patrol shifts, the bureau maintains 
responsibility for answering calls for service and 
providing proactive patrols of campus around the 
clock. Each uniform shift also utilizes bicycle patrol 
officers to improve visibility and enhance patrol capabilities in areas inaccessible to vehicles. 
 
The police department’s traffic unit, with three BMW motorcycles, also falls within the Bureau of Field 
Operations. The traffic unit provides targeted traffic enforcement and supports the department with 
escorts and traffic control during special events. 
 
The addition of the traffic unit as well as increased traffic enforcement visibility from the uniform patrol 
division over the last 10 years has been credited with helping reduce the rate of vehicle burglaries from 
well over 100 per year to a yearly average around 50. 

 
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS DIVISION 
 
The UGA Police Department’s Criminal Investigations 
Division provides follow up investigation for reports 
generated by uniform patrol. The division initiates dozens of 
specialized investigations each year in areas including 
university-related deaths, financial crimes, and sexual 
assaults. The division maintains a forensics lab for evidence 



collection and processing and includes a fully-functioning crime scene processing unit.  
 
Investigators also provide protection for visiting dignitaries to the University of Georgia, which in the 
past have included retired U.S. Presidents, state governors, heads of Federal agencies, U.S. senators and 
representatives, and foreign diplomats.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION – ENHANCED-911 CENTER 
 
The University of Georgia Police Department operates a full E-911 center. Communications personnel 
are all state-certified dispatchers with responsibility for answering and dispatching emergency calls for 
service. Communications officers also monitor the campus electronic building access control system. 
 
The communications center has 
interoperability capabilities with 
multiple local agencies. Its computer 
aided dispatch system and 
communications equipment are also 
capable of fully supporting the local city 
police and fire department 
communications and 911 center should 
that facility become inoperable. 
Interoperability in communications and 
computer dispatching systems allows 
for seamless operations between local 
agencies during emergencies and 
disasters. 
 
Adjacent to the communications center is the UGA emergency operations center. The EOC has the 
capacity to host several campus and local emergency departments in the event of a large-scale disaster 
or emergency. The EOC also supports operations during University of Georgia home football games. 
 
BUREAU OF TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION  
 
The training and certification captain oversees hundreds of hours of in-service training annually and 
facilitates hundreds of hours of additional off-site advanced training for employees. To support the 
training mission, the department has 16 state-certified instructors working across various functional 
areas within the department. The training unit organizes the department’s instructors by area of 
expertise to provide training in all state-required topics as well as specialized topics including active 
shooter, leadership, use of force, criminal procedures, and defensive tactics. The training unit has 
recently started an initiative to train officers in providing emergency tactical combat casualty care to 
themselves and others. 
 
The bureau also includes the certification unit, with the responsibility of maintaining standards 
necessary to comply with state certification requirements. 
 
BUREAU OF ADMINISTRATIVE AND FISCAL AFFAIRS 
 



The deputy chief for administrative and fiscal affairs oversees the department budget. The division also 
maintains responsibility for the records staff. Records personnel process all investigative paperwork, 
photos, and videos generated by officers and investigators. Records staff also handles media inquiries 
and the release of paperwork to the courts, attorneys, insurance companies, and other interested 
parties. The unit has an officer dedicated to maintaining the department’s several social media 
platforms, including Facebook and Twitter, and who monitors the agency’s online footprint. 
 
The crime prevention unit provides programs, classes, and 
informational materials to the UGA community. The unit 
frequently gives safety presentations around campus and 
teaches self-defense classes to several student and faculty 
groups annually, all aimed at creating a more informed and 
safety-conscious community. Additionally, the unit maintains the 
department’s fleet of patrol vehicles, unmarked vehicles, 
motorcycles, all-terrain vehicles, and specialized vehicles. 
 
The administrative deputy chief also oversees the computer 
support unit. Computer support personnel maintain all 
department servers, programs, communications CAD stations, 
and desktop computers, as well as the mobile data terminals 
deployed in all patrol vehicles and several of the 
specialized/unmarked vehicles. Computer support also includes 
a certified police officer with computer forensic capabilities. The officer commonly provides forensic 
analysis of computers, cell phones, and other electronic devices to investigators within the department 
and from outside police agencies. 
 
SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
The support services unit handles security and dignitary protection for the University of Georgia 
President, maintaining a presence at the offices of the UGA administration and at the President’s 
university-owned residence. 
 
SPECIALIZED TEAMS AND UNITS 

 
The UGA Police Department has many specialized teams and units 
that further support to the agency’s mission. 
 
The Explosive Ordinance Disposal team provides explosives detection 
and disposal to the campus community and the entire Northeast 
Georgia region with several certified bomb technicians, a bomb 
disposal robot, and a total containment vessel. The unit also includes 
a separate EOD K9 detection team comprised of four handlers and 
canines. Both the EOD team and the EOD K9 team have responded to 
dozens of calls for service in the campus community and surrounding 
jurisdictions. 
 
The department’s SWAT team includes specialized entry and 
precision marksmen capabilities to carry out the team’s mission of 



saving lives. SWAT members come from across different functional areas within the department and 
work closely with the local Athens-Clarke County Police Department SWAT team to increase both teams’ 

response capabilities. Through its partnership with the 
local police, SWAT also has access to an armored four-
wheel drive Bearcat vehicle. During a joint SWAT operation 
with Athens-Clarke County Police in 2010, the UGA SWAT 
team spent a week searching for an admitted cop killer 
that culminated in a multi-hour hostage standoff with the 
suspect. The combined UGA-Athens SWAT teams helped 
facilitate the safe release of nine hostages as well as the 
suspect’s capture and arrest. 
 
The crisis negotiation team trains regularly to provide 
effective communication with persons in crisis situations. 
Negotiators undergo advanced training within the state 
and at specialized schools outside Georgia. A former FBI 
crisis negotiator leads the team. 

 
All certified personnel receive training as members of the mobile field force team. The team maintains 
the capability to deal with large crowds and assist in restoring order when necessary. The mobile field 
force training includes developing the ability to assemble rapidly for an organized, uniformed response 
to large crowd disturbances. The team in 2004 
provided support to other state and federal authorities 
at the G8 economic summit on the Georgia coast. 
 
The critical incident response team includes several 
highly-trained officers with technical skills in 
measurement and reconstruction for serious accident 
and crime scenes. The team utilizes laser measuring 
equipment and computer programs to produce scale 
diagrams of scenes. 
 
Each of the department’s divisions, special teams, and 
units work together to provide highly-specialized service in protection of Georgia’s flagship school and 
top research institution. The agency’s mission—to protect and provide professional and dedicated public 
service to the University community with courage, dependability, and integrity—highlights the 
importance department employees place on their jobs. 
 
For more information, visit the University of Georgia Police Department website at www.police.uga.edu. 

http://www.police.uga.edu/


 


