
IACLEA Spotlight 

University of Nevada, Reno Police Services 

“Community First” 

 

 

 

University of Nevada Campus—A Place of Far-Reaching Beauty, History and Progress. 

 The University of Nevada, Reno is a place of unexpected beauty and history, with an impressive 

breadth of academic programs and the state’s largest research portfolio. Founded in 1874 as the state’s land-

grant institution, the university is now ranked in the top tier of “best national universities” by US News and 

World Report and has outreach and education programs in all Nevada counties. Part of the Nevada System of 

Higher Education, the university is home to the state’s medical school and one of the nation’s largest study-

abroad consortiums.  

 The university offers its 18,000 students nearly 170 degree programs from eight schools and colleges, 

including the University of Nevada School of Medicine. The university is classified by the Carnegie Foundation 

for the Advancement of Education as a comprehensive doctoral institution with high research activity . The 

range of academic specialties range from environmental sciences to renewable energy, molecular medicine, 

engineering, business and health sciences. 

 

Some Programs of Note: 

 Part-time master of business administration degree program ranked 4th in the nation by Business Week 

 Engineering labs earthquake simulator and data-gathering capacity is nationally recognized 

 Nevada Terawatt Facility specializing in high energy density lasers and plasma physics 

 Part of a consortium of top geothermal schools to operate the National Geothermal Institute 

 National Geographic Explorer Zeb Hogan is a Nevada researcher and part of a team of scientists working 

to save the world’s largest freshwater fish 
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Established in 1965, the University Police Services provides an array of services to the campus  

community and its satellite locations. The department prides itself on its community-oriented policing philos-

ophy, extending its reach to work cooperatively with other law enforcement agencies, organizations and 

businesses throughout the year to help provide a safe campus and community. The department has been 

recognized on a number of occasions for its assistance and cooperative, community oriented approach.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

University Police Services is a fully functional law enforcement agency with full police powers certified under 

the laws of the state of Nevada. Officers patrol 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, enforcing all local, state and 

federal laws and ordinances within the jurisdiction of the University of Nevada, Reno. Police  

Services jurisdiction takes in  the main university campus, and all properties owned, operated or governed by 

the university including Greek houses, extension campuses and multiple sites throughout the state. Most  

recently, a commander has been hired to provide police presence at the university’s holdings in Las Vegas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Campus abstract written by Claudene Wharton, media relations Officer, University Media Relations.  

Police programs section written by Debbie Penrod, publications writer, University Police Services 

 

Police Services Honor Guard (left) Commander Renwick, (center) Local News  

Anchor, Wendy Damonte, (right) Adam Garcia 

Hosts of the 2012 IACLEA Conference in Reno Nevada—(left) Director Garcia at ribbon cutting opening the exposition; 

(right) Commanders James and Hawthorne at the conference 



Initiatives that make a difference: 

 Underage Drinking and Alcohol Awareness Programs: University Police Services has partnered with the 

university Office of Student Conduct and Reno Municipal Court to take a hard look at the alcohol related 

issues on campus. The campus partners have received joint funding totaling nearly $2 million dollars over 

the past four years to implement BASICS (Brief Alcohol Screening and Intervention for College Students), 

conduct directed enforcement of underage drinking laws, coordinate sanctions with the local courts,  

implement increased controls and strategies at large events (such as college football games), and provide 

education and outreach to campus and community about appropriate use of alcohol. The team has been 

nationally recognized by OJJDP and IACLEA. The team has presented at alcohol and substance abuse  

conferences throughout the United States. The strategies used have increased freshman student  

retention and reduced the number of incidents at home football games. 

 Traffic and Pedestrian Safety: University Police Services works with the Nevada Office of Traffic Safety in 

local and statewide programs to improve motorist and pedestrian safety. In 2012, the department hosted 

a public forum to inform the community of safety initiatives in process and in the planning stages around 

the university and in the Reno community. University Police is an annual grantee of Nevada OTS for the 

Joining Forces Program which encourages agencies to partner in enforcement campaigns statewide, as 

well as grants supporting DUI initiatives and pedestrian safety. 

 Police Services has four certified RAD instructors who provide Rape Aggression Defense classes on  

campus and in the community. Students can also sign up for a semester RAD program for one physical 

education credit.  

 University Police has representation on the Reno SWAT Team (Special Weapons and Tactics) and Reno 

SET (Street Enforcement Team). These partnerships expand UNRPD ability to enforce criminal activity in 

the neighborhoods surrounding the campus, and to bring extra support to campus when needed. 

 Bomb Detecting K9 Unit: Through a grant from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, UNRPD ob-

tained a bomb detection K9 and the training  for the dog and handler. Officer Emmons and “Turner” per-

form sweeps of campus properties and are on call regionally to perform that service. In February 2011, 

the team was invited as part of a security contingent to sweep the stadium for Super Bowl XLV.  

 

(left) Attorney Brian Sooudi, Reno Municipal Court, (center) Commander Eric 

James, UNRPD and (right) Carol Millie, University Student Conduct present 

at the 2011 OJJDO National Conference in Orlando, Florida 

UNRPD Officer Tom Emmons and K9 Tuner 



 Emergency Operations Center:  The campus Emergency Operations Center is housed inside the Police 

Services office suite. The department holds regular exercises to prepare campus administrators and  

other faculty and staff in the event of a campus-wide or regional emergency.  In 2011, University Police 

held an active shooter scenario training on the main campus including participants from campus, local 

law enforcement, fire and emergency responders. The exercise included a mock activation of the EOC.  

 

 Internet Presence and Social Media:  

a) University Police Services web site is maintained by professionals in the Office of Integrated Marketing. 

The site is a source of legal information required by the Federal CLERY information act, daily crimes oc-

curring within police jurisdiction as well as safety and resource information. There is also an online report 

function and a general email for questions at unrpd@police.unr.edu. The website can be viewed at 

www.unr.edu/police.  

b) Police Services maintains accounts on Facebook and Twitter. Subscribers can receive updates and  

announcements through those sites.  

c) Police is a contributor to the alcohol awareness site  www.beintheknowtoday.org—a site designed  

especially for students with information, news, events and a blog on alcohol related issues.  

d) Emergency Alerts: students and parents can receive campus-wide announcements and emergency infor-

mation by subscribing through www.unr.edu/alerts. 

e) Text a Tip:  Students and others can text a confidential tip to a special line by texting UNRTIP to 50911. 

Officers follow up on tips received. 

Wolf sculpture welcomes visitors to Nevada Wolf Pack country at the entrance of Mackay Stadium 


